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REMARKS: 

Attached is a memorandum entitled "The 

rovLsionai Revolutionary Government of the 

Republic of S outh Vietna m, " prepare, w 

my associate Ttiio ^ 

. lhls memo was 

o n res P° ns e to a request from Bill 

Stearman. It constitutes an unclassified 

primer on the Provisional Revolutionary 

do°Jn rr iT ent ' S a f eCedents deigned to knock 
wn, m non- polemical fashion, the PRC's 

bonl me 0 " 3 t0 StatUS ^ le ^ itimac 7 as a 
assoct r g °/ e f nment - 1 h °Pa you and your 

asso tes fmd lt Qf gome , nterest y 
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Special Assistanfc for Vietnamese Affairs 
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"The Provisional Revolutionary Government 
Republic of South Vietnam" 


of the 


"It m ay seem that . . . the „ 

Revolutionary Govern ment is ~ „ Provisional 

The Vietnam ese Communist 

applauding the establishment of the Provisional R eS ® WOrds m an article 
(PRG) in June 1969 could not have described thl^RG ‘“‘“nary Government 
For m essence, the PRG like wr n , . , . ■ an y more accurately. 

independent, popularly mganted, « soonmV * is “* an 

Rather, it is a cosmetic oreanivaHo P ®. and functioning entity, 
authority, and is firmly under th ^ 

Hanoi) and its southern apparatus The PRr & ^ ° D ° ng Part y (i ' e ' 

most pretentious front organization in a 1 ^ represents the latest and 

Lao ^°ng Party, formerly the lldocMnese Comm^ %"** ^ the 
since the Party's establishment in 1930 The C U Part y> ha s proclaime 

Vietnamese people are at varilnce with 
'VVho Elected the PRO ? 

have never been tested i^an^ec tion^ ^ "pr ? ClaimS ° f represa *Ration 
flick of the wrist at a June 1969 Co RG ^ eStablished at the 

dozen participants. The official ™' Unist ~ organized meeting of several 
".Liberation" Radio station PRG/NLP clandestin 
the suburbs of Hanoi, said: roadcasts from a studio located in 

‘ “ s » the great 

fields, on 6, 7 and s T ° f 0111 P eo P le all battle- 

Of South Vietnam was helTin C ° ngr< : SS ° f nati onal delegates 

to review the situation of the ant Tu 7 “ ^ “ ber , ate,i areaa 
resistance struggle of o, ntl -U. S. national salvation 

Revolutionary G^vernmenC 6 ? S and appoint a Provisional 
government. " and an Advisor y Council to the 
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There were 88 delegates present n t f-v,<=. 
whom were veteran participants in the National Lih ' ^ maj ° rit y of 
the national united front established under Par Fr ° nt (NLF >’ 

spearhead the overt effort to overthrow the South “ 1 t0 
-Another bloc of delegates narticinaH™ ■ ^ ^ Viefcnamese government, 

so-called Vietnam Alliance of National 'n ° C ° ngress were members of the 
another front group which L. f Ti i ^ emocratic a ^d Peace Forces, 
offensive in In effort m appeal “‘bo “ idat ° f 1968 Tet 

Vietnam. The controlling hand of thTplrtt" 1 " 1611 * V eletnents in South 
at the congress of front men with the presence^eirofa^^I'^fT 4 
Nguyen Van JLinh, the deputy general secretary nf it r mdlvldual named 
of the People's Revolutionary Party which is the he ,5' entral Committee 

Lao Dong Party. In addition! the Liberation S ° Uthern branch of the 
congress was held in a lihe. . a ■ li-adio assertion that the 

acclratelv the llberated area is somewhat misleading. More 

z^z in the base camp ° f the pa rty 

whereabouts of the PRG's seat or StlU loCated in Cambodia. The 

Its "capital" actually consists * P1 . a 1S nofc difficult to determine. 

headquarters Comdex * haU located with “ Party 

open to ^ *» «6, is 

maximum diplomat adjutage ««JS ^ 

and acceptability. It is to be recalled tv, \ A, ■ 1 tbe form of recognitions 

Communist and workers parties wa u • * ® international conference of 

the announcement of the PRCP s ^ stabli t i- Moscow at the time of 
in mind the Vietnamese Com™ ■ +. ment, and with this development 
establishment with the MoscowneeZ 1 ’' b ^e^decided to coincide the PRG's 
Communist parties represented at the M sover eign Soviet-oriented 
recognized the PRG. Mmeover 

within the context of the semt-ZhHc C ° mmunlsts ^ve felt that 

to enhance the image of the south ’ f our “ part V Par is talks, a forum used 

wise come for tZ nIf d^ , f ront organization, the time had like. 

the other three governme t f" ‘° be -Waded on a par with 

the Paris talk! on 10 June “f. 1 ^ • Th “=. the NLF delegation to 

11 June 1969. 9 9 becomes the delegation of the PRG on 
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PRG Personalities 


At the time of its establishment the PRG conskt-Pri oo • j. . , . 

government 38 Th ^ 6 “f f ^" 7 C ° UnCU ° f ^ ““-F-.aimed"’ ' 

fv?th eXer the N L ?o te 7 V 38 individual = h «e been associated 

with either the NLF or the Vietnam Alliance and have recorded a lone 

ervice of doing the Communists' bidding on the public stage while the 

Party exercised the real authority in the background. 

PRr Th< l president ° f the PRG is Huynh Tan Phat, who prior to be comine 

Secretariat il^o ° ene , ral o£ the NLF Central Committee 

secretariat. Although he is officially listed as a member of the "Democratic 

the 940,s th Part7 ““ aHiUated With thC Viet front rring 

cne 1.74U s, there are rsnnrfs Hmt an . ® 

Dong Party. 


it uut aurir 

there are reports that Phat is actually a member of the Lao 


Another leader in the PRG is its defense minister, Tran Nam 
Trung, who also has been publicly identified as holding the positions of 

MLFcT ,° £ r the NLF Central Committee Presidium, Chairman of 
p® C “ t a C ™' te, » Military Committee, and member of the 

Z ,1 Rsvolutlonar y Par ‘y- The case of Tran Nam Trung illustrates 
one of the most striking examples of the Lao Dong Party's clandestine 
and diversionary methods. Tran Nam Trung is a job title which the 
mmumsts have developed into an individual. Tran Nam Trung as 

Nclth t° e : n0t BX1St “ “ individual - At least two and maybe three' 

'to Xr f neralS haVe been Traa Nam Trung since 

bvrhc r 9 The official photograph of Tran Nam Trung released 

a membeTo7th“T n bee " identified as <M °* NVA General Tran Luong, 

current Tran N m 8 , 7 Ce " tral »h° has been the 

current Tran Nam Trung for several years now. 

The background of General Tran Van Tra, the chief of the PRO 

eStae/d ‘™ T " f art7 J ° int MUitaiy Commission, is another flear 
ostensible a mr' ir u of independence and substance. Tran Van Tra 

Dong Parr r f ° X 13 actually an alternate member of the Lao 

ong Party Central Committee, During the French war he served as a 

of Ta C “ mmaader ln a re gion of 'South Vietnam, under the overall leadership 

fr the SouSf U ^ h irS£ SeCr6tary Le °“ an " h ° WaS secretary " 

settle j^nf t P ' l ze S^onpment to North Vietnam after the 1954. 

, 1 an Van Tra was named deputy chief of staff of the NVA and 
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later was appointed a member of North Vietnam's most senior military 
command authority, the Central Committee's Military Party Committee. 

Tra dropped out of sight in 1963-64, came southward and was attached to 
the southern Party command. His chief alias in South Vietnam has been 
"Tu Chi." A photo of General Tra seen together with the late NVA senior 
general Nguyen Chi Thanh, Political Bureau member of the Lao Dong 
Party who from 1964-67 was COSVN secretary, was captured in early 
1967 and released to the public 'at the time. It was indeed surprising 
when Tra surfaced publicly as the PRG chief to the Joint Military 
Commissions since his background constitutes prima facie evidence of 
the Party's control over the PRG. Tra can be considered about as truly 
"independent southern PRG" as the leader of the Lao Dong Party, First 
Secretary Le Duan, whose background is somewhat similar to Tra's. 

On the basis of Tra's experience, the Lao Dong leader himself may even 
qualify and become a PRG official. •, 

Party Control 

The real locus of power and authority in the southern Communist 
organization is in the Central Office of South Vietnam (COSVN), which is 
identical to the Central Committee of the People's Revolutionary Party (PRP), 
the name given to the southern branch of the Lao Dong Party. 

A word about COSVN is necessary to help put this organization and 
the PRG in their proper contexts. The Central Office of South Vietnam was 
re-established by the Party Central Committee in 19 6 1 to lead Party 
activities in the South. The Central Office had previously been operating 
during the Franco- Viet Minh conflict; it was dissolved in the mid-1950's 
after the signing of the Geneva agreements in 1954 and vas replaced by a 
Regional Party Committee -- the Nam Bo (literally meaning "southern 
part") Regional Party Committee. The organizational charter of COSVN 
is openly spelled out in the statutes of the Lao Dong Party which stipulate 
that the "Central Committee can select a number of Central Committee 
members to establish Central Offices to direct Party activities of particularly 
important Party units. The Central Office is placed under the leadership 
of the Central Committee." 

The Central Office therefore functions as the Party Central 
Committee's bureau for the southern area and is staffed with a complement 
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of Central Committee members. In its internal organization the Central 
Office is a mirror image of the Party Central Committee's organization. 

For example, the Standing Committee of the Central Office functions as a 
Political Bureau, and the Regional Military Party Committee in the South 
functions as a forward extension of the Central Military Party Committee, 
the senior military authority at the Hanoi level. 

To hide the Lao Dong's controlling hand, an ostensibly separate 
Communist party was overtly established in December 1961 and became 
affiliated as one of three political parties in NLF. The PRP in fact 
is the southern branch of the Lao Dong Party and the PRP's Central 
Committee is synonymous with COSVN. 

It is the staff of the Central Office or the PRP Central Committee, 
not the publicly proclaimed leaders of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government, who direct and control the Viet Cong, under the overall 
leadership of the Lao Dong headquarters in Hanoi. The Central Office 
is subdivided into a variety of political, military, economic agencies (a 
Standing Committee, a Military Party Committee, . logistics, rear service, 
finance, front, foreign affairs, governmental organs, etc. ) which provide 
the necessary backbone and support for the Viet Cong. 

The PRG does not perform these above functions and exists solely 
on paper, over the airwaves of Vietnamese Communist media and is per- 
iodically trotted out for ceremonial occasions. /Copying the forms of a 
government, the PRG does possess a full cabinet of ministers, has a council 
of ministers, accepts diplomatic recognition and appoints officials identified 
as PRG diplomats to overseas posts. The reality of the situation is, however, 
that within the Viet Cong movement and organization, it is not the PRG but the 
Party which makes policy and issues action directives /resolutions from the 
regional down to the hamlet levels . K- - 

• ;.vTr:' . - . ; 

Dictionaries define a government as "the organization, machinery, 
or agency through which a political unit exercises authority and performs 
functions" or as "the body of persons that constitutes the governing 
authority of a political unit or organization. " The PRG does not fit these 
etinitions, whereas the Lao Dong Party and leaders do* Indeed several 
public statements by Vietnamese Communist officials made over the years 
leave no doubt as to who runs things in South Vietnam. 
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saia reportedi> 

“ N ° rth Viat — and the NLFSV in So'uth t/' 0 " 

fronts are based upon the alliance of the « ? These two 

and are led by the party of Marttiatn-LenS™” ^ PeaSan ' S 

And an identified official of r> Q 1 , ' 
remarks were belatedly broadcast over aJmcmlF^T* 7 Party whose 
1 1970 was as revealing when he saW: station ° n 

clearsighted leadership £ the ZVZTV™ ^ the 
by Chairman Ho. " y entral Committee headed 
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